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1 Introduction

Ever wanted to be able to run a different version of CS on your pc without uninstalling the first?
Need to reinstall CS regularly?

Ever spent a long time setting up an exact configuration or clinical situation in CS in order to
observe some particular functionality (or to observe a bug)?

Ever wanted to show a client a great new feature in 10 seconds instead of waiting three minutes
as CS starts up, you log on, choose patient etc

Ever wished your training attendees could compare functionality with that of the previous product
version?

Want to listen to your mp3s and surf the web while rebooting your workstation? :-)

Ever felt like typing “Format C:” in the command line when you’re having a really bad day?
If you answered “yes” to any of the above questions, then Virtual PC is for you!

From the Help file...

“Virtual PC (VPC) lets you create one or more virtual machines, each running its own
operating system, on a single physical computer. The virtual machine emulates a standard
x86-based computer, including all the basic hardware components except the processor. By
using emulated hardware and the processor in the physical computer, each virtual machine
works like a separate physical computer. Because each virtual machine has its own operating
system, you can run several different operating systems at the same time on a single
computer.”

Facts about VPC
e VPC is made by Microsoft.

e Each VPC machine is really just a single (VHD) file of about 2Gb size that contains
everything you would expect to find on a hard drive — the operating system, software,
RAM contents and its own registry. You can create new VPC machines easily by copying
this file.

¢ In addition to the VHD file, you can set view and other settings for the VPC machine. In
fact, you can even set BIOS settings as it has a BIOS emulator.

e You can save the VPC as you work with it and at any time discard all the changes made
since the last save.

e You can freeze a VPC machine at any time, so that the exact state of the files and
processes is stored. A frozen machine can be restarted at any later stage, so that the
processes continue where they left off.

e You can connect a VPC machine to a network just like a normal pc.

e The performance and robustness is so good that after activating full screen mode you will
not know that you are inside a virtual machine.
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